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Under the Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat activity, MET's Institute of Engineering has 

organized a guest session for Dissemination of information about paired state 

(Odisha). The guest speaker was Mr. Manoranjan Purohit, Ex. DGM- Hindusthan 

Aeronautics Limited, Nashik. He is originating from Odisha after retirement he 

settles in Nashik. He served HAL Nashik for 17 years. Mr. Purohit was dressed in 

Traditional that belongs to Odisha.  He has shared information about History of 

state, land and people, art and architecture, festivals and fairs, food of Odisha 

people, which is as below. The session was conducted on 9th January 2020 and 150 

students have attended the session along with the staffs.  

Information about Odisha 

Situated on the coast along the Bay of Bengal, Odisha stands for its ancient glory 

and modern endeavour. Endowed with natures bounty, a 482 km stretch of 

coastline with virgin beaches, serpentine rivers, mighty waterfalls, forest-clad blue 

hills of Eastern Ghats with rich wild life, Odisha is dotted with exquisite temples, 

historic monuments as well as pieces of modern engineering feat. The land, while 

retaining its pristine glory, also offers the visitors modern amenities. Its lush green 

countryside and fertile plains, tiny hamlets fringed with palm, coconut trees and 

mango groves offer the charm of rural beauty while the urban pockets, the four 



cities in particular, with the splendour of modern technology provide the amenities 

necessary for a comfortable stay. This wonderful land of fascinating beauty boasts 

of colourful festivals round the year. Odisha is also the land of unique handicrafts 

and other excellent artefacts. 

The state is drained by six important rivers: the Subarnarekha, the Budhabalanga, 

the Baitarani, the Brahmani, the Mahanadi and the Rusikulya. The rich mineral 

belts lie in the western and north-western parts of the state. Covering an area of 

155,707 sq.km. Odisha has a population of about three crore out of which more 

than 22 percent are tribals, with their concentration in Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, 

Sundargarh and Koraput districts. Oriya is the mother tongue of the people of 

Odisha and most of them understand Hindi as well. Rice, dal, vegetables and fish 

constitute the principal diet of the people. They also take chapatis, meat and 

sweets. Different types of pithas (cakes made of rice flour, gur, coconut, ghee and 

other ingredients depending on the variety ) and milk/cheese preparations are 

special Odishan delicacies. 

The Parsuramesvara temple at Bhubaneswar is the earliest extant temple. The 

Lingaraj Temple at Bhubaneswar, Jagannath Temple at Puri and Sun Temple at 

Konark belonging to the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth centuries respectively 

stand as silent witnesses to Odishas glorious past. Rajarani Temple and Mukteswar 

Temple at Bhubaneswar, Biraja Temple at Jajpur, Kichakeswari Temple at 

Khiching and the temples at Ranipur-Jharial are also a few other examples of 

Odishan architecture. 

Odisha is also known for her exquisite handicrafts. Silver filigree work of Cuttack, 

horn work of Cuttack and Parlakhemundi and the famous applique work of Pipili 

deserve special mention. Pattachitra, a form of folk painting of Odisha, is a unique 

craft. Silk and cotton handloom products, especially saris are simply bewitching. 

The Sambalpuri saris and Maniabandhi patas are matchless in their texture and 

designs. 

The people of Odisha rejoice in festivals and fairs. Festivals are associated with 

religious practices, but the festive atmosphere often sweeps the rituals. Most 

festivals are common to all places, but particular places have their own special 

celebrations which are seasonal in their occurrence. Chandan Yatra, Snana Yatra 



and Ratha Yatra are observed with special gaiety and fervour at Puri although the 

last-mentioned one is celebrated at Baripada, Athagarh, Dhenkanal, Koraput and 

other places even outside the state. Durga Puja is observed throughout the state, 

more particularly at Cuttack. Kali Puja or Diwali is celebrated in different parts of 

Odisha. Bali Yatra of Cuttack on the full moon day in the month of Kartika 

reminds the glory of Odishan traders in the long past. Chaitra Parva, a festival of 

Chhou dance, is celebrated at Baripada. Makar, Holi, Mohurram, Id and Christmas 

are also celebrated throughout the state. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


